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FOLLOWING IN INFORMAL TRANSLATION IS GOF COMMUNIQUE ON 
CHANNEL TUNNEL PROJECT ISSUED LATE DEC. 9 AS CARRIED 
BY AEP FOLLOWING EARLIER PRESS STORIES ON WHICH 
PARA 1 REFTEL WAS BASED: 

QUOTE FOLLOWING VARIOUS PRESS REPORTS CONCERNING THE 
CHANNEL TUNNEL THE STATE SECRETARIAT OE TRANSPORT 
PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING DETAILS: 

1. THE CHANNEL TUNNEL PROJECT HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF 
VARIOUS AGREEMENTS AMONG FOUR PARTNERS: THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, AND ALSO THE TWO 
CORPORATIONS, FRENCH AND BRITISH, FOR THE CHANNEL 
TUNNEL PROJECT. ANY MODIFICATION OF THESE AGREEMENTS 
REQUIRES THE APPROVAL OF THE FOUR PARTNERS. 
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2. IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT' 

IN REPLY TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, PROPOSED NOT ONLY 
TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BUT ALSO TO THE TWO 
CORPORATIONS THAT A PROTOCOL BE SIGNED SHORTLY 
MODIFYING SLIGHTLY CERTAIN OF THE DATES IN THE AGREED 
TIMETABLE. 

3. IN THESE CONDITIONS ONE CANNOT SPEAK OF DELAYING 
WORK ON THE TUNNEL AND EVEN LESS OF ABANDONING IT SO 
LONG AS THE NECESSARY NEGOTIATIONS AMONG THE PARTNERS 
CONCERNED HAVE NOT BEEN COMPLETED. 

FOR ITS PART, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, WHICH REMAINS 
ATTACHED TO THE CARRYING THROUGH OF THE PROIECT, IS 
ACTIVELY PURSUING PROCEDURAL PREPARATIONS FOR 
RATIFICATION OF THE TREATY. THE SENATE HAS ALREADY 
APPROVED THE BILL AUTHORIZING THIS RATIFICATION, AND 
THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE UP THE BILL 
IN A MATTER OF DAYS. UNQUOTE 
RUSH 
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